Notice to Members Seeking Crime Scene Re-Certification
First, let me thank all of you who apply for re-certification and make a sincere effort to maintain some level of certification. I know many of you pay for this testing and training out of pocket and I think that kind of commitment is a testament to your professionalism. I wanted to take a moment to remind future applicants of some issues they should be aware of when applying for re-certification.  The following suggestions are the result of common mistakes I see on applications. Since your application fee is non-refundable I want everyone to be absolutely sure they have enough points to apply.  For all three levels of re-certification in crime scenes you need a minimum of 80 points.  Here are a few of the suggestions
1. Make sure that all items (training, teaching, memberships, etc) presented for recertification are not more than five years from the date of your last certification. Items older than five years, even by a month or two, can not be used for re-certification.

2. Each of the activities listed for point accruement have limitations (i.e. count for no more than 25% of total points needed for re-certification (i.e. 80 points)). The minimum number of points needed for re-certification is 80.  Therefore if an activity can only count for a maximum of 25% of the total points needed for re-certification then the maximum points you can claim for that activity would be 20 (i.e. .25 x 80). When calculating your total points for each reported activity please pay close attention to these maximum allowable limits.  If you miscalculate your points you may mistakenly believe that you have enough points when in fact you don’t, so please pay close attention to this.
3. Attendance at conferences/meetings count for 2 credits per half day of attendance.  Some conferences (like RMDIAI) only last 2.5 days (10 points) not three days (12 points) as the certificate dates may imply.  Please be sure that you only claim points for the appropriate number of days attended at the conference or training class. 

4. Lastly, please be sure to read all instructions carefully. I will contact members of any potential problems I find in the applications and give them a chance to correct them. However, some issues may be impossible to resolve in the allotted time so please be sure to consider some of the above suggestions, especially maximum points allowed per activity, when planning your re-certification schedule.

Good luck,

Tom Adair; Chair

Crime Scene Certification Board 

