Contamination of Biological Evidence – How to limit, detect, and manage it
ABSTRACT
Contamination is one of those taboo words in forensic science, particularly as it pertains to biological evidence.  However, contamination is inevitable.  While it cannot be completely eliminated (especially with the sensitivity of current DNA detection methods), it is critical to be able to recognize how it happens and how to limit it as much as possible.  This presentation will provide examples of contamination (crime scene collection, item-to-item, analyst-to-item) and how they can be detected in the laboratory.  In addition, some tips and tricks on avoiding potential contamination will be offered.
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